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The year 1400, in the Persian Calendar, will never be forgotten in the

Arbitration Centre of Iran Chamber (ACIC). It was the year when a significant

change in the management team of the ACIC occurred. It also coincided with

the 20th anniversary of the establishment of the Centre. 

I am delighted to present the 1400 statistical report. It provides information as

to the Centre’s activities, and demonstrates that the ACIC plays a tremendous

role in developing institutional arbitration in Iran. The report shows that parties

and their lawyers have strong confidence in the ACIC. The 1400, in particular

the second half of the year, was a truly unprecedented year in terms of

diversity in arbitrator appointment, the number of arbitration cases and awards

delivered. The ACIC registered a total of 140 arbitration cases and appointed

109 arbitrators. The number of awards rendered under the ACIC Rules in 1400

was 79. Moreover, there was an increase in the number of international

arbitration cases and appointment of foreign arbitrators. In addition, the ACIC’s

provincial offices registered 82 arbitration cases.

We are making transformative reforms in order to provide businesses and

investors with an independent, fair and efficient venue for resolving their

disputes. Our aim is to make the ACIC a more transparent and efficient

arbitration centre to administer disputes for years to come. I would like to

thank the Board of Directors, the provincial offices and the ACIC staff who

contribute their time, skills and knowledge to the development of the Centre. In

particular, I thank Mr Mazyar Javid for his excellent contribution to this report.

Secretary-General 

Dr. Ali Moghaddam Abrishami

Preface by Secretary- General



Introduction - ACIC

The Arbitration Centre of Iran Chamber (ACIC) is the largest and oldest

arbitration Centre in Iran. Pursuant to Article 5 of the Chamber of Commerce,

Industries and Mines of the Islamic Republic of Iran Act (approved on

1991/03/06) and based on the Statute of the Arbitration Center of Iran

Chamber Act (approved on 2001/11/14), the ACIC was established as the first

arbitration center in Iran. The ACIC has created provincial offices for the

purpose of providing cost-effective services and  developing institutional

arbitration throughout the country. 

The ACIC consists of Board of Directors, Secretary-General and arbitrators. The

Secretariat is headed by the Secretary-General, and composed of qualified

legal counsels. The main task of the Secretariat is to manage and administer

disputes. The Secretary-General is the legal representative of the ACIC, and

elected from among experienced Iranian jurists, familiar with domestic and

international commercial issues. 

The ACIC has access to experienced and reputable arbitrators with the broad

range of expertise. An individual can become a qualified arbitrator in the ACIC

upon the proposal of the Secretary-General and the approval of the Board. The

ACIC also has an arbitration Court, which consists of experienced lawyers.

Members of the ACIC’s Court are appointed upon the proposal of the

Secretary-General and the approval of the Board.
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In 1400, 140 cases were registered and 79 awards were issued. 9 awards

related to international arbitrations and 70 awards pertained to domestic

arbitration. 

Cases and Awards in 1400

Corporations were major disputants in 1400. Multiple referrals of the

same corporations to the ACIC show the remarkable performance of the

Center.

Domestic
Arbitration

88.6 %

International
Arbitration

11.4 %

Private
Entities
65.4 %

Individuals 
32.1 %

Government
Entities
2.5 %



Type of Disputes

The disputes brought before the ACIC in 1400 stemmed from different

type of contracts. Most frequently, disputes related to:

O1. Sale Contracts (34 Cases)

O2. Construction Contracts (15 Cases)

Sale Contract 44.2 %

Investment Contract 7.8 %

Construction Contract 19.4 %

Employment Contract 1.3 %

Service Contract 18.2 %

Lease Contract 3.9 %

Cooperation Contract 5.2 %

7
7

The percentage related to each type of contract is:

Almost 45 % of the cases are derived from sale contracts.
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In 1400, 36% of the awards were rendered within 6 months from

registration time. Another 34% of the awards were issued between 6 to

12 months from the date of filing the request for arbitration.

Time for Rendering an Award

Average time taken to appoint an arbitrator by the
ACIC after receiving arbitration costs

3
Days

Number of the ACIC's legal counsels handling
cases in 1400 7

Counsels

36 %

34 %

27.5 %

2.5 %



15 Cases

4 majority awards

11 unanimous awards

64 Cases

Dismissed

1 Challenge

Nominated By Parties

15 %
Appointed By ACIC

85 %

Total Arbitrators

109

Arbitrators

In case the arbitration clause/ agreement is silent on the number of

arbitrators and their appointment, the default rule of the ACIC is in favor

of the sole arbitrator to be appointed by the Secretariat. In 1400 awards,

the number of arbitrators appointed by the Center or or nominated by the

parties are as follows:

The arbitrators of the ACIC are selected from qualified and authorized

jurists, businessmen, and other well-known and experienced individuals

who are sufficiently acquainted with domestic and foreign trade rules

and customs, on the proposal of the Secretary-General and approval of

the Board. Currently, The Center has more than 240 arbitrators.



Dismissed

22%

1 Challenge

Official Experts

Given the nature of certain disputes, an expert opinion is required. In

18  awards rendered in 1400, arbitrators used the service of official

experts to determine the result. In other words, 22 % of the cases

were referred to experts.

Most experts acquired from two fields of:

Accounting Experts

Construction Experts

Vehicles and Transportation Experts

Commercial and Financial  Experts

Industry Experts

Other commonly used fields of experts are:



Granted in favour of claimant

Dismissed in favour of Respondent

Settlement of parties

Reliefs

Based on the awards rendered in 1400, the top 3 reliefs were: 

O3. Specific Performance

O2. Contractual Payments

O1. Contractual Damages

Awards
8 Cases

52 Cases

5 Cases

Writs

Merits

Procedural

writ of inadmissibility

writ of rejection

writ of annulment of request

3 Cases

3 Cases

8 Cases



Provincial Offices

Pursuant to Article 2 of the Rules of Procedure of the Arbitration Center of

the Iran Chamber, in order to encourage and promote arbitration, facilitate

referral to the ACIC, and use of its services, the ACIC may establish offices

in each province. The Provincial Offices operate under the supervision of

the Secretariat of the ACIC. The total number of cases registered in the

provincial offices and issued awards in 1400 are as follows:

Caspian Sea

Persian Gulf

48 Awards in 1400

82 48

82 Registered Cases in 1400



Summary

O3.The fact that 85% of appointments are made by the ACIC reflects

the failure of  parties to nominate an arbitrator for their disputes. 

O2. Despite international sanctions and payment impediments,

international disputes are being conducted at the ACIC. Around 12 % of

the awards delivered are in the field of international arbitration. 

O1. The ACIC hit a record in terms of the number of registered cases in

1400. The increasing number in the registered cases is an illustration of

parties' confidence in the ACIC.

04- The time taken to render an award in arbitration cases is much faster

than in court proceedings. 

05- In 1400, the statistics show a significant increase in the registered

cases and the awards delivered in provincial offices.




